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live from washington this is an 80 000 a new era is about to begin the country welcomes the 48rd president 
of the united states this is an abc news special the 2001 inauguration with peter jennings barbara walters ted 
comple diane sawyer charles gibson sam donaldson cokie roberts and george stephanopoulos and live 
reports from abc news correspondents throughout washington and the u.s now reporting from washington 
d.c peter jen and others preparing for preparing for the possibility of some quite cataclysmic events uh we all 
anticipate at this moment that this is going to be a great and peaceful day but as we let our cameras wander 
around the nation's capitol for just a moment i'm going to ask all of my colleagues uh to join me with some 
opening thoughts on the day and on the occasion so that you at home know who is with us and what we 
have in mind and i'm going to start with barbara walters barbara good morning peter well i spent several 
hours this week with george w bush a totally confident man very relaxed but listen to how many times in the 
future he uses the word humble and when i asked him to give us the words that he think must summarize his 
speech he said together we can build a nation of character that's going to be his theme thank you very much 
we're very glad you're with us today ted koppel is with us today at the uh at the other end of his normal 
working day ted right good morning peter uh i don't know whether it's a projection that we make on new 
presidents elect or whether it is something that is truly a part of their their bearing but it is the feeling 
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their bearing but it is the feeling as you look at this man that boy he really does look more presidential there 
is something that just happens to every man who has ever occupied that office certainly every one of them 
that that i have seen which suggests that they have suddenly become aware of the enormous burden that 
they're assuming the weather has been threatening threatening the weather forecast is actually for snow but 
as you can see at the moment it's only dank that uh perfect word one hopes for this kind of weather george 
stephanopoulos is with us this morning morning george peter how are you thoughts well peter what i was 
thinking of is you said at the start that this was a day to suspend political passion and certainly the country 
will be unified today but this is still a peculiar day never before has a president who actually lost the popular 
vote come in with such a divided government and i think one of the things to watch for today is how bush 
addresses that in his speech when john quincy adams came in in 1825 he he noted the peculiar 
circumstances that led him to the presidency george w bush so far has done nothing to talk about the closest 
the election in what in his words or in his actions my guess is he'll go full speed ahead today george as the 
day goes on we'll ask george to tell us what it was like in the final days of uh or in the early days because in 
the final days of the clinton administration he's made the transition from government uh to to very successful 
analysts i think that charlie and diane are still on the roof of the health and human services building not yet 
but sam donaldson is certainly up on the west front of the capital sam has been here for any number of 
inaugurations good morning sam good morning peter yes i was here when it was seven degrees for ronald 


reagan's second inaugural we were inside however in the rotunda that day you know i was thinking it's 
exciting always this transition of power but particularly so peter with the two bushes i was at a reception last 
night with a few hundred other people but george herbert walker bush the 41st president was introduced and 
he came up and he said you know i 
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and he came up and he said you know i used to be called george bush i used to be called the president now 
i don't know what the heck to call myself thank you sam i have a rule around here try to listen to the band for 
just a second the hardest working band of the united states i think the marine band there are a lot of bands 
here today and of course one of the things we will cover is a good chunk of the inaugural parade when some 
of the finest young bands in the country come from all across the country paying their own way at the 
invitation of the inauguration committee to play before the new president let's slip underneath now the great 
dome and where we thought for a bit last night we were going to actually have this ceremony and not for the 
first time cokey roberts is there good morning cokey good morning peter it's here in the rotunda of the capitol 
where presidents come to get inaugurated and then often in their lives here lane and state here we've 
already seen lots of honored guests come through to go sit in the cold for a couple of hours ahead of time 
also some of the president's key advisors karen hughes karl rove pinching themselves not really believing 
that this day has come uh worrying there might still be a recount in the offing but it is it is the ceremonial spot 
of this capitol building and this room of course is between the two chambers so this is the place where 
people really do come together so it's fitting that this is where it begins thanks cokey look forward to hearing 
a great deal from you including cookies that has the challenge today of take us at some point through the 
portraits and the statues not only there but in statuary hall where the luncheon will be hailed where 
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where the luncheon will be hailed where all the states are represented there are the flags in front of the 
capitol the five flags on the west side in the middle the flag with its 50 stars on either side the flag with the 28 
representing the flag as it was when texas entered the union in 1845 and on either end there the betsy flat 
betsy ross flag with its 13 stars we're going to go to the white house very quickly now because one of the last 
acts of president clinton has been to issue pardons we expected they were going to come along last night 
he's been considering about a hundred he worked quite late last night and john cochran is on the lawn at the 
white house john what do we know peter just got the list seconds ago some of these people are former 
friends old friends of the president associated with him back in arkansas one of them was webster hubble a 
former justice department official he during all of his troubles including being convicted for tax evasion he 
was loyal to the clintons he will not get a pardon you know he's already served his time still he wanted a 
pardon this will be a disappointment susan mcdougall another close associate of the clintons worked with 
them on the white water land deal part of the time she spent in jail is because she refused to testify about the 
clinton so she got a contempt citation she will get a part she also is out of jail but a pardon is still very 
important it means for example you can serve on some corporate boards in some states it means that you 
can actually vote now a former member of the president's cabinet housing secretary henry cisneros he had 
pled guilty to one count of lying to the fbi about the amount of money he had given to his mistress he will get 
a pardon here's a surprise patty hearst remember her back in the days the uh symphony's liberation army 
she was convicted actually spent some time in jail she gets a pardon also the president's half-brother roger 
clinton who had a conviction for drug offenses he gets a pardon 
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he gets a pardon some people who do not get the pardons michael milken the former junk bond king from 
wall street leonard peltier a native american convicted of killing two fbi agents jonathan pollard convicted of 
spying for israel no pardons for them peter thanks john i'll let you take a chance to look at the list because 
there's about a hundred on it i think they're not right that's right okay take a look at it because we'll come 
back to here this is actually quite big news and certainly big news for many people in in many parts of the 


country particularly jonathan pollard convicted of spying for israel leonard peltier the native american activist 
for murder and michael milken the former junk bond trader but let's uh give you again some extraordinary 
this will happen all day long of course we'll get the senses of transition the president uh and his family and 
you saw mr cheney uh in there as well have been at st john's church right across from the white house 
sometimes referred to as the church of the presidents for a brief service this morning this is a church that 
when it was excuse me finished in 1816 it's architect benjamin latrobe said was a church that had many 
made many washington's religious who were not religious he wrote it to his son and it was a reflection of how 
satisfied he was with it it's a very beautiful church inside and it has been the first church for the bushes to 
choose on this inauguration day to attend their first church service james baker former secretary of state 
credited with george stephanopoulos has already brought up the issue of how politics part in this day who 
made george bush's campaign throughout florida in the 36 days of the recount so absolutely important 
another prominent republican jack kemp served in the government former republican representative from 
new york 


00:10:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LvzGPrRt_HO&t=601s 





republican representative from new york a man who considered running for the presidency and himself and 
now you'll begin to see in the course of this day that same senator simpson of wyoming we've seen a good 
deal on television defending george w bush in the in the days in the post-election period and you'll see a 
great many members of the conservatives republican establishment who have not been so visible in 
washington for recent days let me continue just talking and introducing you to my colleagues around the 
country this morning linda douglas is up on the east side of the capitol where this of course in the 
background is george right there just behind the post with the scarf around her it will take time for some of us 
if not all of us to recognize who they are that's don evans just slipped over there in the corner a very close 
friend of the president elect i'm not going to recognize all theirs but there's the nephew in the background this 
is a great test neil bush just came out as well but as we're looking at this let's listen to linda douglas who is 
our correspondent up on the east side of the capitol linda to give us some sense of what's going to happen 
up there this morning well the leaders of the congress are going to be arriving here in this entrance this 
morning peter we've already seen the majority leader trent lott and the supreme court justices are going to 
be arriving in just a little while that's going to be an interesting moment to discuss a little bit later on the 
republican leaders are very very excited about this new administration george w bush as you probably know 
is going to be meeting with them right away starting on monday with a private meeting with the speaker of 
the house dennis hastert who i believe is in one of these cars behind me here dennis hastert the speaker 
who was arrived upon by consensus during the 
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arrived upon by consensus during the impeachment period everybody thought that he would be a fairly 
lackluster speaker that has not been the case at all he's been very successful at pulling together the 
moderate wing of the republican party the conservative wing of the republican party he expects to have a 
very good personal relationship with george w bush okay look forward to talking to you a little later on charlie 
and diane have had a have had a chance to take a breath after uh after doing an unusual and special good 
morning america diane let me start with you you've absorbed a lot of people's thoughts and information uh so 
far today have you enjoyed yourself first of all let us tell you about the elements up here as we hear sirens 
and bands we've got every known cacophony here this morning it is whipping up right now we're here it's 
about 34 36 degrees we have i believe sleet is starting outside and i bet with the wind chill it's much lower 
now ronald reagan went inside when it was seven degrees with a windshield down to zero this is a hearty 
band of people who have come out to stand down and they're already following through i have on this is 
more than you want to know i have on five layers of long underwear and it still doesn't doesn't do the deal it 
was this cold uh peter at the second franklin delano roosevelt inaugural 1937 not that i was there but it was 
this cold and roosevelt went up to the capitol in an open car and said no we'll hold this outside if the 
spectators can take it i can take it and uh he then delivered his noah girl address but diane makes reference 
to the fact that at the second reagan inaugural they had to cancel it was so cold and then they cancelled the 


parade because they were worried that the bugler's lips would stick to the instruments and so this time not as 
cold but certainly the elements are going to put a damper on this well we've ordered brand new coats for you 
and hot breakfast and they're to be delivered in about 12 hours you know peter ted was talking about the fact 
uh that something comes over the men who assume this mantle of president of 
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who assume this mantle of president of the united states and i'm i always remember the story that tip o'neill 
used to tell about how incredibly a man's life changes at the moment that he puts his left hand uh on the 
bible and raises his right and takes the oath of office and i remember tip telling the story that when he was 
sitting in his seat you know tip had had taken jack kennedy's seat in the congress from massachusetts and 
just before the inaugural was about to begin he saw kennedy they had a few moments to talk and he was 
calling him jack and it was tip and back and forth and then they met right after the ceremony was over and tip 
said mr president that was a great speech and jack said no no tip it's always tip and jack and tip said no no 
sir from now on you are mr president and it just changes your life at that moment changes and something 
does come over the men who assume this job it's just different well i'm very glad both you've extended your 
working day for a while to stay with us but get comfy as best you can we'll come back in a moment after i 
introduce everybody else the person who has the most comfortable seat at the moment at least and certainly 
the best view of the parade is terry moran who is our brand new white house correspondent who covered the 
gore campaign in the presidential election and is now going to cover the bush white house good morning 
terry good morning peter i do have just a fantastic view up here i must say i've been listening to you and 
others talk about the many inaugurations you've covered this is my first i'm not going to try to hide it it's very 
exciting the governors of the united states have just filed in uh mr bush's staff is coming and i'll try to grab a 
couple of them over the next few minutes mr bush as as you know the president-elect has had uh a busy 
morning after some reflection uh in prayer he's gonna go to the coffee at the white house uh his speech 
today concentrating on character and that character is something that he's been trying to emphasize 
throughout the campaign he is our second baby boomer president but the flip side of bill clinton he is 
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but the flip side of bill clinton he is the one who didn't protest the one who didn't essentially challenge the 
establishment and the character he wants to call america back to is in a sense the character of his father's 
generation that notion of responsibility and commitment to community that's what we can expect and he'll 
also hit the ground running uh he's going to leave the luncheon with the members of congress and send up 
his nominees to the hill sign some documents that will do that and we're told that next week all week he will 
be concentrating on his education program it's written it's ready to go it's ambitious and it's something that he 
wants democrats to work with him on that'll be the first test of his pledge to conduct a bipartisan 
administration terry do we expect that it is indeed the education plan going to be the very first thing he sends 
to the hill it will he promised that during the campaign and it's on uh tuesday they expect to unveil it monday 
is a day when he's going to reach out to members of congress uh and we are told that this education plan 
will include that controversial proposal uh to provide parents who are uh parents of children in failing skill 
schools with money to go elsewhere what some call vouchers uh the president elect does not like to call it 
that but that will be in there he's gonna set it up to the hill he said he campaigned on it and he wants to send 
it up are you getting some of the bittersweet feeling over there on the edge of the white house this morning of 
incomers and outgoers well there's no question that this is a special inauguration because just a few feet 
from mr bush will be al gore the man i followed all year he's going to be watching george w bush take the 
oath that he wanted to take it's the first time since 1968 when hubert humphrey watched richard nixon take 
the oath of office that that will happen and it remains to be seen it is a question how much mr bush with this 
desire to reach across the aisle and to unite the country can do that in a in a capital that has not only seen 
this contested election but at the very least six years of very contentious divided government and see how 
much he 
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divided government and see how much he can actually do to repair that breach great thanks very much 
terrence really nice to have you with us take another look at the podium there one gets the impression or 
maybe we give you the impression correctly in some cases today that there's a lot of moving trucks around 
the country those are not late delivered chairs those are simply the chairs where the president and the vice 
president first lady and mrs chaney will sit to watch the parade and because the weather has been so bad 
they've not only moved them somewhat back from the edge of the reviewing stand because they didn't quite 
build the roof far enough out to cover the rain so they will at least be dry now i want to introduce and get 
some early thoughts from some of our special guests this morning and i'm going to start politically if i may 
with the former congressman john kasich who left politics uh just about a year and a half ago to go out and 
spend time in the real world but he's come with us today former member of the congressional republican 
establishment in every way good morning john and welcome good to be with you peter uh just pick up a little 
on what terry moran said this morning do you think the democrats are going to welcome george w bush's 
education proposals up there on the hill with open arms uh well i think they're going to disagree with him on 
the issue of vouchers which i think is unfortunate but at least he's going in with a strong program he's not 
compromising right away he's going to get up there and make his arguments and i think he has a lot of 
credibility on education i think the other thing peter that's going to happen today is when he takes that oath 
it's going to sweep away so many of the questions that americans have had about this election and then 
you're going to get a chance to see george bush have the stage and i think you're going to see a man who is 
humble i think you're going to see a man who has deep faith i think you're going to see a man who's very 
charming i think you're going to see a man who's a street fighter and i think you're going to see a man who's 
going to work very hard to try to bring the democrats in with a charm offensive and i think he will take part of 
his program to the people in an 
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part of his program to the people in an effort to try to create some real unity so it's an exciting time and 
everybody up there filing in all the members of congress they're they're gonna all think back to the eighth and 
ninth grade civics lessons and realize they're part of history well john it's really nice to have you with us thank 
you and glad to hear you as well but you certainly do send me off to the public enclosures down there at the 
foot of the steps on the west side of the capitol because michelle martin has the advantage over all of us 
today in many respects to talk to people who've actually come from near and far to share in the inauguration 
both with open and sometimes with critical minds michelle who have you met this morning peter we've met a 
lot of great people out here people have come from very far away from california from wyoming from texas 
no surprise there and we've also met some gore supporters who came out despite the cold and despite their 
own sort of feelings to to support the new president and also just to be part of the occasion as americans 
we'd like to introduce you to some of them if you'd like to absolutely okay well here's well tell us who you are 
uh greg packer huntington new york and you're a gore supporter yes i'm a gorgeous supporter absolutely so 
why are you out here at nxt there are a couple of other gore supporters in the crowd course uh well we don't 
want to start any trouble here but why did you come out despite the fact that your guy didn't win well it's the 
transfer of power from one administration to the next administration i'm proud to be part of it that's great but 
just to give you equal time we have here the smiths from janet and daryl from texas who also were originally 
from midland and who knew the who knew the uh the bushes george and laura bush and janet was a good 
friend of laura bush's and why'd you come out this morning oh to celebrate with them they're good people we 
were in church with them and worked at the thrift shop and they're just they're good people in georgia bring 
the country together was laura pretty good sales person at the thrift shop mara's a wonderful person the 
country is going to love her okay well peter and we've got a lot of people out here 
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and we've got a lot of people out here who are having a real good time despite the weather peter thanks very 
much michelle nice to have you with us and michelle will be with us throughout the day so that we get a feel 
at street level of how this inauguration is being received and perceived by people who've come from near 
and far we are always delighted on an occasion like this to have our old friend henry graf professor emeritus 


of history at columbia university because he is one of those who manages to tie this together so effectively 
henry if you wouldn't mind good morning and welcome good morning peter pick up a little on what that fellow 
from new york there said that he was a gore supporter but he'd come because this was a transition of power 
it's amazing many americans regardless of where they stood on the election are willing to come out in rain or 
shine or snow or and ice uh to see this great festival uh this great change in america you know peter uh 
we've had a lot of wet and uh snowy and cold january 20th it's very interesting that uh when the 20th 
amendment which moved uh the inauguration day from march 4th to january 20th the house had originally 
proposed the 19th of january the senate proposed the 21st in the conference committee it was decided to 
use the 20th not that they had compromised but their study of the weather records of the district of columbia 
showed that the 20th of january had the best weather i must tell you too that we've had snow when franklin 
pierce was inaugurated in 1845 it snowed so heavily the crowd disappeared by the time he got to the white 
house even the servants had gone home out of fear that they wouldn't get home the beds weren't made the 
fillmores who were moving out hadn't moved their stuff out and uh pierce had to sleep uh on a on a raw 
mattress thanks henry let me just uh stop you for just a second we're 
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stop you for just a second we're delighted to have you with us but you've just seen of course the movement 
that's occurring in the city vice president gore having come down from his official residence until today at the 
naval observatory to join the clintons at the white house mr gore has been virtually out of sight and in many 
cases out of mind ever since the election was finally decided some americans would argue by the supreme 
court of the united states he's been out west for just a little bit had some private time by the way there's the 
chief usher of the white house who've been uh what a book he would write but in his stead we have our own 
white house historian and we will talk to him in just in just a minute and then you saw the bushes coming out 
i promised barbara walters and diane saw i would not impose on them to do women's fashions but we all 
know how how we all rushed to the window in our hotel this morning to see what mrs bush was wearing and 
the big issue was very often hat or no hat maybe recall that un mrs eisenhower was the last one in fur but 
barbara i have to enlist your help in one respect because we're having a debate here about what the blue is 
that laura bush is wearing this morning i'm so glad you asked you know we all diane and i think oh we can 
discuss something else besides fashion but but really it is something that interests people it is called a blue 
wool boucle but is it peacock blue uh well it didn't give a name per se i would i'd just say sort of a bright blue 
her mother-in-law is also going to wear blue i hear and there was a big discussion that the two blues would 
not be the same blue is a very favorite color at inaugurations it looks good red is sometimes too sharp this is 
very attractive and appealing her clothes are not inexpensive they are what's called couture by a designer 
named michael faircloth who wants to now make ready to wear clothes so look for copies she is very simple 
very nice taste um and usually she's wearing jeans and a shirt i don't think that's going to 
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shirt i don't think that's going to happen much more often all right thanks barbara i promise i won't make you 
do that too much i don't lie i mean barbara you know as well as i do and people at home may not fully 
appreciate the smithsonian institution here in washington the most popular exhibit is the first ladies exhibit 
and in some measure that is because of the first lady's dresses many of which from previous inaugurations 
go there and i believe that mrs bush's inaugural gown this evening will go there some of them are new some 
of them are old mrs carter's was not new and and and so i we don't want to either make you do fashion all 
the time barbara or force fashion out of the picture just want to say one more thing peter take a look at the 
president-elect's tie because it matches his wife's outfit oh you see now you would pick that up immediately 
and i didn't get it i can tell you that new york designers are very disappointed that mrs bush is going with her 
texas designer but we'll get through that and now get on to meeting the rest of our colleagues this morning in 
the bureau with us this morning is carl anthony who has written the most wonderful book which we will tell 
you a little bit about in the course of the day about the first families and who probably knows as much as 
anybody about america's first families carl is great to have you with us as you see these two families mixing 
together talk a little bit about other moments such as this well the moment that comes immediately to mind is 


1953 when the incoming president dwight eisenhower and his wife mamie pulled up and would not get out of 
the car and harry truman who had earlier let it be known to ike at his hotel that he would not come to his 
hotel there was a compromise and they came out onto the steps but ike would not go into the house and 
then they argued a bit in the car uh of course all of this stemmed in part from good old politics truman 
attacking eisenhower eisenhower attacking truman 
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attacking truman during the 52 campaign but ostensibly the reason for their argument on inauguration day 
was that truman had asked john eisenhower who was at the front in the korean war to come home to witness 
his father's inaugural let's see if we can pick up any sound from this one eight years for bill and hillary brand 
new start for george w bush who's of course familiar uh with the white house in in so many ways he worked 
there as well as lived there in his father's administration and he was i believe on time bill clinton of course 
was not on time held up his predecessor by 27 minutes to the irritation of various people in the presidential 
entourage ted koppel talk to us a little bit about this transitional moment uh peter i i just want the record to 
show that i say it's teal you got it i think you may be right teal is the color both of the first ladies uh the first 
lady's outfit today and i think also the president's tie barbara is so there and it's my move now that you're 
describing it you have a teal move blue moon the teal blue mood uh i'm sorry peter you had a question he 
had a question about the transition uh the transition of power it um again i'm i'm just struck and i'm sorry if if 
this sounds like a johnny one note theme but i'm just struck by the the ephemeral nature of it it just happens 
from one moment to the next there is still un here of course comes the the new vice president meeting the 
outgoing vice president and tip or gore uh this must be uh a particularly difficult moment peter i think for uh 
alan tipper they're such different people of course 
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such different people of course and uh and uh as the whole country has acknowledged um and we've said 
so many times the man on the left is the man who won the popular vote perhaps by 500 000 votes we may 
discover by the time it is all over mrs mrs gore and mrs chaney could not be a more different politically they 
the gores will go back and live in mrs gore's family residence in alexandria virginia and the cheneys will 
before long move up into the official vice presidential residence um on the north end of washington a couple 
of other a couple of other people i'd like to uh introduce now but we're going to go away for just a minute as 
the as the clintons and the bushes and the gore's and the cheney's uh have coffee but one of the things we 
want to do throughout the day to as best we can involve you as well as ourselves in the history of all this is at 
moments like this remind you of some of the great occasions michael deaver who worked for ronald reagan 
worked so efficiently for ronald reagan remembers obviously the first inauguration in 1981 and he 
remembers that first morning mr and mrs reagan had spent the night at blair house it must have been about 
eight eight o'clock i guess and went upstairs and talked to nancy for a few minutes and asked her where the 
governor was and she said well i think he's in the bedroom and i opened the door to the bedroom it was 
totally black in here and i said governor and there was kind of a russell on the bed and grunt and uh i said 
you know it's 10 minutes after eight and another couple of hours you're going to be sworn in as the 40th 
president united states and he raised up and looked at me he said do i have to 
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abc news coverage of the 2001 inauguration is brought to you by chrysler and slimfast this abc news special 
will continue in a moment live from washington the 2001 inauguration continues once again peter jennings 
welcome back everybody to our inaugural coverage we've kept diane sawyer up since very early morning 
and well she may be accustomed to it in some respects not supposed to happen seven days a week dan 
we're going to let you go home in a moment but before you go i want to talk a little bit about your own history 
in the white house because you have a better perspective than most you worked in the white house tell us 
briefly before you leave the importance of managing the white house and how you think george w bush 
based on what you know will do well first of all i want to say to the really important question of the day that i'd 


like to bet ten dollars to ted koppel and barbara walters that it's peacock blue that's right i'm on your side 
okay okay and i expect them to pay off two peacocks versus two teals that's right and of course what we 
know famously about george bush he is a business school graduate that he prizes efficiency he has said and 
i think it's sort of a remarkable thing for him to tell members of his administration in texas return each other's 
phone calls before you call me see if you can't figure it out yourselves before you call me he thinks it's very 
important for him to stay attentive for the main things and not to get distracted by the small things and as we 
know you know if you have a vision if you have a purpose that kind of efficient management style is great i 
want to say something else to you peter because i saw the president-elect yesterday for a few minutes and i 
thought what he said to me was so interesting something that is going to be such a hallmark i think of these 
two people in the white house is the way he feels about his wife 
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feels about his wife mrs bush and he talks about her constantly but yesterday he had a series of people lined 
up waiting to see him and he said i will not be late for laura bush's event today and he was ready to walk out 
on anybody to be there for her well diane thank you very much indeed for joining us this morning i'm doing 
such a great job on yet one more day of the week i hope you get dry and warm fairly soon diane sawyer has 
been on the roof of the hotel overlooking the white house for which they shall never forgive their executive 
producer i think this is mrs bush who's always been wearing barbara blue and former president george 
herbert walker bush now arriving at the capitol going through the law library entrance now to wait for their 
son to conclude having coffee with bill clinton al gore and dick cheney and get in their limos and ride that just 
under two miles up to the capitol but what diane says gives rise i think while we have these quiet moments of 
coffee in the white house to talk a little bit about the early days of style in the white house george 
stephanopoulos is with us george we know from the program that you were on with ted koppel earlier last 
week that there was chaos in the clinton white house in the early days peter before we even got to the white 
house i envy the bush people this morning as i look as i watch and think back to eight years ago not only was 
governor bush on time this morning instead of being 27 minutes late but his speech was done from all 
accounts many days ago and eight years ago today peter i think we were up until about five or six in the 
morning with the final practices and the final revisions uh of the speech um and and it's true in those early 
days we wanted to come in there and focus on the economy like a laser beam but the early days the white 
house were overwhelmed by the controversies about zoe baird and kimball wood the attorney general 
nominees and of course the conflict with the military over gays in the military and dare i 
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over gays in the military and dare i think george that it was also because you were all so young and you were 
just so excited about being in the white house you couldn't get down to work properly well i don't know we 
were forced to get down to work pretty quickly in those few days but i think that was certainly part of it we 
were many of us were young and excited and there's a strong contrast here with the bush white house which 
has a lot of old hands from president the elder president bush's um administration andrew card george w's 
chief of staff was a deputy chief of staff in president bush's administration of course dick cheney was a chief 
of staff in the ford administration and then secretary of defense george w bush has put together a good mix 
of texas loyalists like karen hughes and karl rove and these old hands from previous administrations and i 
think they're frankly trying to draw a real stark contrast from the younger early days of the clinton 
administration george i have one question for you which may be absolutely basic but why why do presidents 
feel the need those of us who work on television understand it can be a sometimes challenging medium but 
why do presidents practice their inaugural speeches so relentlessly in front of the staff well the same reason 
all of us practice what we do every day i think this is their one moment where they're introduced to the 
country and it's really the speech and you were talking about this a little bit earlier wnere people are looking 
for some poetry where the country is looking for some poetry and kind of a tone to be set for the next four 
years it's not it's not a policy speech and frankly peter because they're nervous i mean we've all talked about 
these moments of transition when the president takes the oath and i think that immediately after you take the 
oath when you have to address the country and perhaps as importantly the world it's it's hard not to have a 


lot of anxiety thank you george very much our coverage will continue this morning and if there's one line 
without giving away the speech if there's one line i think the bush entourage would like us in the country to 
listen to in this particular speech it's the general notion of listening to the heart listening to the new 
president's heart now the former clinton social secretary ann 
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social secretary ann stock reflects on the morning of the first clinton inauguration as well they were preparing 
to meet the bushes for the traditional white house coffee and mr clinton was as george says 27 minutes 
behind schedule the clintons were getting ready to go to the white house to meet with president mrs bush 
before they go to the hill and i know that the president was ready before everybody else was and he was 
standing at the door of blair house basically going chelsea hillary come on we need to go to the white house 
and then they walked out of blair house and there they were they crossed the street to go in and meet 
president mrs bush live from washington the 2001 inauguration once again peter jenning welcome back to 
our inaugural coverage you can just take a look here at pennsylvania avenue at two things right there first of 
all the security which is looking to your left on the screen part of the honor guard which is looking to your 
right on the screen a little harder to see from that shot but this is one of the great views in in american history 
looking east down pennsylvania avenue from the treasury building and the white house end and it's a little 
hard at this point to get a sense of how considerable the crowd is but in the past sam donaldson was talking 
about the reagan inauguration which was so cold they moved it inside in the past it's it's not been the 
weather which has driven people particularly to stay away and we'll have a lot of chance in a little while from 
now to talk about this extraordinary place where the inauguration will actually take place we're waiting of 
course for the bushes and the clintons and the cheney's and the gorge to finish their coffee in the white 
house and then the president and the president-elect will get a limousine and go up and those 
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will get a limousine and go up and those conversations are always fascinating i want to talk briefly while 
we're waiting now i don't think we'll get caught to ted koppel again ted i was talking to george earlier about 
the series you did on nightline reviewing the clinton years and some of that which i found most compelling 
were indeed the private experiences that none of us had had access to what one struck you most well if i 
may peter i'd like to just quickly defer to george because i'll refer to george tell me what you found most 
moving uh he was he was talking about a particular moment uh when in fact the transition that we've been 
talking about all morning uh really seemed to hit the new president bill clinton between the eyes i i i don't 
want to take it away from george well it was it was the morning of the inaugural before he went and met with 
president bush ted and it was the briefing he had with brent scrollcroft who was president bush's national 
security adviser mr skocroft came in he met privately with president clinton of course that's the briefing where 
president clinton found out about the nuclear codes and started to assume the responsibility for all of our 
armed forces and i'll never forget i wasn't in the meeting but i'll never forget the moment immediately after the 
meeting brent scowcroft left put his hat on had a tear in his eye and president clinton came out and he was 
gray and very stoic and for me that seemed like the moment where he really deeply understood that he was 
president of the united states i must say george that the the nuclear football seems like something of an 
anachronism that's right now but one of the things that the bush campaign is utterly dedicated to at this 
moment including the new secretary of defense don rumsfeld is to build a new nuclear defense field it'll have 
a heck of a time getting through the political bureaucracy of washington and the congress there you get a 
glimpse of george w bush inside the white house and while we wait for them i also want to bring john 
cochran back who's just outside the white house there now john to bring us up to date on some of the 
president's pardons this 
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on some of the president's pardons this morning virtually his last official act i would think including i gather he 
has pardoned the former ci director john deutsch right in some ways that's the most unusual pardon peter 
because john deutch has not been convicted of anything he is under investigation for being somewhat sloppy 
about protecting classified files however by getting this pardon this means that the president is saying you 
can never be indicted or convicted for any of these crimes if the a future administration wants to charge you 
and anybody else on the list john who catches your eye i mean someone on that this will catch everybody's 
eye well absolutely let's go through some of them hattie hurst remember her the newspaper heiress who was 
kidnapped back in the 1970s she later went to jail because she was a convicted of actually collaborating with 
her captors a group of terrorists known as the symbonese liberation army she gets a pardon roger clinton the 
president's half brother who's been convicted on drug charges he gets a pardon former housing secretary 
henry cisneros who was convicted of lying to the fbi about the money amount of money he gave to his 
mistress he gets a pardon that's about it okay there are about a hundred people on the list we'll get you to 
send the list uh so the people around the country who very interested in these pardons will get to get to feel it 
for the other day but i want to bring george back in again george because i may have this wrong there's 
dennis hastert the speaker of the house of representatives uh there on the right getting prepared to go up if 
this is a much busier coffee clash than than i had anticipated or remembered it's going it's going it's his taking 
a little bit of time peter i think you're exactly right who knows what they're talking about uh in there but it's a 
pretty crowded room and it's it's an awful interesting room obviously we've talked about this before uh very 
different from eight years ago now you have vice president gore in there uh as well dick armey the majority 
leader uh just putting on his coat there holding the scarf in his hand on his right this is very characteristic of 
bill clinton is it not george you get as many people as you possibly can you know not only that peter he's 
been working right up 
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that peter he's been working right up until the last minute at 10 o'clock this morning he did his final radio 
address and actually announced a 100 million dollar grant to help pay for to make good on his pledge to 
create a hundred thousand police over the course of his administration he says with this grant we're gonna 
hit 110 000 so not only was he um talking up until the last minute and doing the pardons but he was also 
trying to do policy right up into the last minute one of the hallmarks of the clinton administration there's a 
tremendous back and forth here of course between the president-elect and the still sitting president the bush 
campaign or the bush presidency if you would let it be Known early this morning that as one of his first acts 
after taking office he will issue an order that would effectively block a series of mr clinton's executive orders 
and last minute rules which we've all made much about in the last several days he will for example impose a 
moratorium that would for the time being block any new rules any of the clinton rules were being printed in 
the federal register and peter that's critical absolutely once they're printed in the federal register they have 
the force of law and that's why you had government officials scurrying over the last 48 hours to try to get their 
proposals in for the final printing which happens on monday and george you would know of course that this 
is not something that george w bush has suddenly discovered because bill clinton did it to his father well 
that's exactly right i mean and this always happens you know peter on the first day ronald reagan came in in 
1981 and had an executive order which had a federal hiring freeze to try to put his stamp on the government 
as well but but it's going to be difficult for bush to undo all of these regulations yeah i could agree with that 
but i did want to emphasize it this morning because we have given so much emphasis in the last 10 days to 
president clinton's last grand acts including putting as much federal land more federal land i think under 
federal untouchable control than president theodore roosevelt at the beginning of the century that if it didn't 
get in the federal register by now there is a way for the incoming president to 
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president to block it there's senator trent lot these are all fairly familiar political figures certainly to the to the 
washington establishment just on the camera left there uh the senate majority leader he's been the senate 
minority leader for the last several days because that's dennis hastert the speaker of the house as many 
people know the house and the senate very sharply divided the senate particularly divided 50 50 which 


means that vice president cheney who we'll talk about at length i suspect today will now become one of the 
most influential powerful men in the country and in the city because he will be the tie breaking vote on 
anything that is that close in the senate over to the white house now to talk to terry but that by the way 
senator mitch mcconnell getting in uh there he is the chairman of the inauguration committee here he's the 
one who had to make the decision to to to move the inauguration inside for whether reasons or outside i 
want to go now to our new white house correspondent terry moran who is with one of george bush's most 
influential advisers and spokespersons karen hughes terry absolutely peter karen hughes is sometimes 
described as the president-elect alter ego somebody who knows him very very well and he she will be 
counselor to the president and in charge of the communications let me ask you the obvious question how do 
you feel standing here about to see the man that you've worked for and worked hard for to get to this position 
about to take the oath of office well terry i'm just thrilled i'm thrilled for him i walked up to the podium a minute 
ago and thought i can't imagine how he will feel when he walks out here but i'm just thrilled for him it's been a 
long road to get here a little longer than most somebody said on the way in you can finally have some 
emotions now and i thought after the long 36 days of indecisiveness about the election i think this for a lot of 
us will be a moment of finality at which we'll really know and i'm also excited for the country because i think 
he'll be a great leader and a great president and you worked a lot on the speech with him what is he going to 
say i think he really wants to call for the best of america he will talk about 


00:48:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LvzGPrRt_HO&t=2880s 





best of america he will talk about civility and compassion and courage and character and he wants to call he 
he is pledging to us that as president he will seek to unite our country and he will seek to build one nation of 
justice and opportunity and he's also asking all of us as individual americans to reach out and help a 
neighbor and to become people a nation of character building communities how much of this speech is him 
and how much of it is you and the other speechwriters would you say well it's really him it all started with him 
it's how he feels he described to us and we tried to reflect in words our chief speechwriter mike gerson is 
really the prime author of the speech but the the president-elect it started with a meeting with him and what 
he wanted to say to the country now you plan on hitting the ground running what's the first goal that you have 
in 100 days if you look back what will you have wanted to accomplish in these first crucial weeks well i think 
obviously to get his agenda moving on capitol hill he he ran for a reason there are things he wants to to 
accomplish and he'll talk about that a little in the speech today that's what he'll call upon our courage to do 
the right thing for our schools and for social security and for medicare and he at the initial as he as he 
pledged during his campaign his first priorities are is our schools he really has a passion to make sure all our 
children learn and so this week he'll be meeting with republicans and democrats in congress reaching out to 
capitol hill and beginning the process of putting education reform legislation into work in congress and he's 
talked about changing the tone in washington after this election after these past several years do you think 
that's possible i think it is because i've seen him i've seen him do govern in that style in texas he he is a 
uniting person he wants to bring out the best of people he he's a person who can disagree with you but do so 
agreeably and in a spirit of respect and i i sat in on an education meeting that he had a few weeks ago with 
democrats and republicans and it was surprising how much consensus there was in the room and i 
somebody pulled me aside and said i didn't think he could do that with people from washington and yet i 
think republicans and democrats want 
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i think republicans and democrats want to do what's best for our country and i think we'll find a lot of 
consensus well thank you karen he's in congratulations peter that may be one of the biggest challenges of 
the many facing president-elect bush trying to reach some kind of bipartisan uh agreements and atmosphere 
here in a town that has frankly been poisoned over the past few years bipartisanship thanks very much terry 
moran we'll come back to you as the day goes on we've been watching them arrive on capitol hill and we've 
been watching them leave the white house so it will not be long now before that senator kerry of course 
who's just arrived senator sarbanes just ahead of him the senate will be there the diplomatic corps will be 
there the supreme court will be there uh the uh the house of representatives will be there um not everybody 


will get fabulous seats but it will certainly be an opportunity one more time for everybody senator former sorry 
senator from virginia warner senator warner um a little difficult on some of these occasions to recognize them 
because they wear hats but senator warner certainly one of the most elegant men john mccain who ran 
against george w bush so effectively and is still a very very potent force of course in the senate and the 
whole subject of campaign finance reform with which george w bush does not completely agree to the extent 
that senator mccain does may come up very early on the senate and be another early test of our of his 
political leadership but i want to bring in before we move into the into the more traditional aspects of the 
ceremony our political director mark halperin mark terry moran asked karen hughes about the first hundred 
days and karen hughes answered to my surprise without 
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hughes answered to my surprise without saying what the bush campaign really would like to have is the first 
180 days do you think they'll get 180 days i think they probably will they're going to focus a lot on pointing out 
that the president's normally the 100 days driving from the kennedy administration but the president's 
generally worked pretty hard for the first half of this year and they plan to go up through that congressional 
resource recess focused very much on the issues that karen hughes took the opportunity to mention 
education social security health care this president-elect as president shortly really is coming to washington 
with an idea of doing a few very big things and today he'll mention them and after today's ceremony he'll 
really focus on it thank you mark that was senator max cleveland being carried in a vietnam veteran senator 
torricelli from new jersey as well all of them arriving on the west side of the capitol amid quite extraordinary 
security i think that by now that lisa stark has got herself well established in what is called freedom park in 
the middle of pennsylvania avenue as you get closer to the white house lisa you one of the things we asked 
you today was to keep an eye on demonstrators and demonstrations and while the security apparatus has 
made it difficult has anybody had a chance to have a say peter's security is extremely tight they have 
checkpoints for the first time ever to get into this parade area you can see it's fairly empty right now in 
freedom plaza because it's taking people so long to get through these checkpoints there are hundreds of 
demonstrators here with signs everything from hail to the thief to i didn't vote for your daddy either they have 
started to trickle in now they have positioned themselves along the parade route along with the folks that are 
coming just to see the parade and they will be making their voices heard as the parade comes down 
pennsylvania avenue definitely charlie gibson knows this uh knows this city uh as well as in ibis i think 
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as well as in ibis i think and we want to thank him for having been here for the early part of the program we 
can no longer make contact with him but he is off the top of this building and he has gone down here of 
course the members of the supreme court justice thomas there saying hello among other things to bob dole 
former senator bob dole lydia dole who was at one point uh widely considered not only as a presidential 
candidate herself but as a possible vice presidential pick and now she's being mentioned as a possible 
ambassador to the united nations there's the back of senator charles schumer from new york he's the one 
who has given among those who has given john ashcroft president-elect bush's nominee for attorney general 
such a difficult time in in the senate this week but it has been interesting to watch these hearings and be 
reminded that uh no we did that's a real pleasure to know that's john corzine the new with beard there that's 
the new uh senator from the state of new jersey the man who spent if my memory serves me correctly 65 
million dollars in order to win his seat somebody just shook their hand 65 60 what's the difference but 
certainly a lot of money charlie give us before you get a much earned rest for the weekend your final 
thoughts on this day and your time here and how you think it's working and how you think it will work well 
peter there's a you know it's it's interesting there's there's lots of different washington's uh one is the official 
washington the government which is sort of an entity to itself and and you see a lot of that and then all the 
outsiders on this day who come in but i've been thinking in the last couple of days in washington how strange 
it is when a republican administration comes in to such an overwhelmingly democratic city you know this city 
voted 83 for gore 
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you know this city voted 83 for gore and 9 for george bush it was uh i think 162 000 votes for gore and 17 
000 for bush so he comes into a city official washington all his now for the next four years well except for the 
half of congress that is democratic but the city overwhelmingly opposed i i say there's three washingtons the 
official washington there's there's three quadrants of washington that are almost primarily african-american 
and then there's northwest washington which is the mostly white area of town but all of that area very 
democratic and this is a republican administration coming in i'm always struck by that when republican 
administrations take over thanks charlie it's been great to have you with us washington of course even one 
more town now it's a high tech town they're more jobs and technology here now that there are in the federal 
government and of course many of the long time residents here who are democrats have jobs uh in the 
federal bureaucracy in some way or another and so begin two quite astonishing car rides there's the chief 
usher now wearing it i'm not sure how comfortable he feels in that tie but he certainly looks patriotic in a day 
like this there's the new secretary of state to be general colin powell former chairman of the joint chiefs of 
staff who may in time become and there's condoleezzi rice right there in the beginning just beyond the officer 
that is with a hat on unusual for her is president-elect bush's national security advisor young woman who has 
gone from being a soviet specialist to one of the most influential jobs in the country and here are the first 
ladies and in the case of mrs clinton their daughter i beg your pardon i should say senator clinton now mrs 
bush and senator clinton and chelsea saying goodbye to gary walters 
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carl anthony talk to us quickly about children in the white house who wrote the book on america's first 
families tough for the kids to leave usually it's very easy for the kids to leave uh the grandchildren out of all 
the family members are the ones that usually have the most fun and suffer the least i think it's the hardest on 
the children particularly young men particularly those who are juniors named after their fathers and the 
expectations placed on them i know when president wilson's wife left in 1920 to give my memory she said 
the things she missed most about the white house was the servants but does the staff miss the personalities 
well the staff is really the permanent family and by the way that was lou hoover who said that it was mrs edith 
wilson in 1921 who began with mrs harding this tradition of the two first ladies following in the car behind the 
president that was a tradition of course begun by andrew jackson and martin van buren in 1837. thank you 
kind sir and so they get into the new presidential limousine it's had a little bit of attention earlier this week but 
perhaps as we get as we see it out of the circular driveway on the north side of the white house here you'll 
get a glimpse at the license plate and another small example of how things change president clinton had put 
on the new optional washington dc plate which said no taxation no representation and george w bush is now 
going to go back to the more traditional dc license plate which does not have this political slogan taxation 
without representation on it but here are the brand new cadillacs the secret service now owns this 
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the secret service now owns this territory this cadillac is bigger than the last one uh it is bigger inside it is 
plusher it undoubtedly has all of the bells and whistles that they have been able to it's virtually a luxurious 
armored vehicle and as you may recall from president reagan's administration i think it was sam donaldson 
can remind me of this sam as i recall during the reagan administration there was an ability for the president 
to speak from inside the car and somewhere there are external speakers that's right uh actually those 
external speakers began in lyndon johnson's time peter thank you and lyndon would actually uh mr johnson 
the president would actually say hi y'all come on to the meeting as he drive down the street and startled 
people would wonder what's that where's that coming from but ronald reagan also used it pretty effectively 
too well sam there's been some historic there's been some momentous drives these couple of miles have 
there not oh absolutely peter i mean this is of course the last hour of the last day that president clinton 
promised he would work in uh he's about to come up here and relinquish power and in this drive we talked 
earlier about the fact that harry trtuman and dwight eisenhower had a spat wouldn't talk to each other in the 
car in this drive the small talk is usually pretty convivial because for the most part these transitions of power 


are very very friendly uh there was one moment though in his father's transition that you'll remember peter in 
his father's inaugural address when he literally held out his hand to the democratic leadership and said we 
must work together we must be a bipartisan country and later the democrats bit it off so we'll see what 
happens today well i don't want to put too much of a burden on henry graff one of our historians but i don't 
think they've all been friendly do i recall eisenhower well eisenhower and truman were on the outs and uh 
eisenhower asked truman on the way up who ordered my son home from korea 
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who ordered my son home from korea john eisenhower the son was a colonel in the line in korea and he said 
i did as commander-in-chief it's too bad that they were on the outs at that moment because at one point 
truman had hoped that eisenhower would run for president on the democratic ticket 1952. i recall president 
eisenhower thought that uh thought that it was bad for his son's image to have been taken away from active 
service to come home for the inauguration well i think he thought that uh indeed and in fact the young 
eisenhower's career had been rolling and the associate justices of the united states now i must say that i'm 
i'm somewhat surprised what appears to be a lack of people on pennsylvania avenue going up at least and 
at lisa stark i think is down there at freedom plaza lisa does this have anything to do with best you can tell 
with security or we just got a smaller crowd than than usual this year all right we'll try to ask somebody else 
that question but going up pennsylvania avenue perhaps it's the weather perhaps it's the security there's a 
there's an officer of some service military or police station every six feet they had blue dots put on the ground 
last night so they could basically tighten up the place and i'm not sure how easy it's been for people to get 
close to pennsylvania avenue itself but that is pretty surprising to see such a limited number of people on the 
way up cookie roberts who's in the rotunda your thoughts on on who's arrived to to be there well we've seen 
the senators the new cabinet members and just now the bush family all the extended family george w bush's 
sisters and brothers nieces and nephews and some of the official family james baker with the family nicholas 
brady who was george bush's secretary of the treasury and a good family friend going out with them and 
huge smiles on 
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going out with them and huge smiles on the faces of all these people peter but you know sitting here in this 
rotunda standing here you really are overwhelmed by the the moment and you've been talking about these 
transitions and one of our busts here in the rotundas of thomas jefferson and you know it we americans just 
take it so for granted uh this business of we of transferring power from one president to another one party to 
another but thomas jefferson a taking power from john adams the last time this happened to a father-son 
team was the first time that that happened where you had a transfer of power a peaceful transfer from one 
government to another and it was the silent revolution and it was really something that we are celebrating 
here today that this is this is still the magic of this country that we can do this yes there was rancor yes there 
was bitterness but it will happen with one man handing over power to the other like it or not thanks cokey i 
want to see if we can hear the crowd well i see a no there it's a little bit hard to pick up precisely who these 
demonstrators are but a number of groups came to town there was a long very difficult negotiation between 
the authorities and various people from around the country who wanted their voices to be heard on any 
number of issues here at the inauguration lisa stark can you tell me who those people are i can peter i can 
the motorcade appears to be going by here and it's uh being booed by protesters uh lining this part of 
pennsylvania avenue about two blocks from the white house uh protesters far far outnumber the folks who 
have come to welcome the president at least in this location but who are they the protesters are from all 
different groups they're mainly here to protest 
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they're mainly here to protest everything from the death penalty their pro-choice they accuse bush of racism 
they're here to also just protest the way the election came out the supreme court intervening the hail to the 
thief one of the signs says out here so they're for a variety of different causes we've talked to people who 


have come down by themselves from all over the east coast or have come in groups of hundreds from 
different cities throughout the east coast and they've all gra gathered here in freedom plaza to definitely 
make their voices known as the motorcade goes by now and as the parade comes by a few hours from now 
well it may be that the it may be that the feelings about the election that we know still exists the fact that this 
is an overwhelmingly democratic city and the weather and the uncertainty that this election left in many 
people's minds is what has caused a smaller crowd to turn out here on on pennsylvania avenue michelle 
martin who is at the foot of the west side of the capitol has no shortage of people michelle that's true peter 
i'm afraid we're a little bit farther away from the crowd than we would like to be the police moved us out 
because they wanted to make it easy to exit when as this crowd is swelling but there are a lot of teachers 
here i wanted to pick up something cokey said earlier there are a lot of history and political science teachers 
here who just came just for the occasion and they thought this was a great civics lessons and they talked 
about the elections every day in their classrooms in fact i'd like it if i can to introduce you to three history 
teachers from lexington kentucky can you see them back there it's a little hard for me to get to them yeah 
and i was telling peter that you were here because this was such a great civics lessons for your students 
tremendous constitution at work and that you actually had a lot of students in your class who didn't agree 
about the election how did you handle those disagreements in the classroom 
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while they supported george w bush just make sure they had good reasonings uh why they supported who 
they supported and we also have one really little guy here who is he hi and why are you here my dad took 
me here who's also a history teacher peter so we've got the full range of visitors here today in a really good 
mood despite this weather show the little one again is that little fella on the front there i'm sorry who was the 
little fella you were just talking to little jesse he's here with his dad who is a history teacher and they're 
actually hoping to meet the president-elect at some point do you want to see him again well i just think we i 
mean you were talking about him we never had a chance to see him he will never forgive us okay he'll never 
be a viewer jesse they want to say hi to you again say hi again yeah all right jesse all right okay that's what 
we want thank you very much thank you michelle henry graf pick up again for us if you would on some of the 
conversations that have occurred in these couple of miles well you know we can't imagine what it's like the 
heartbeats of the clinton knowing that in a few minutes he's finished and bush knowing that in a few minutes 
he is it when woodrow wilson and william howard taft rode to the capitol the small talk involved taft telling 
wilson that he taft had saved a hundred thousand dollars during his four years as president of the 
presidential salary i'm sure wilson who was an impecunious college professor most of his life was delighted 
to hear that george stephanopoulos we have learned in the last couple of days just by looking at the federal 
record that bill clinton is going to be fairly well endowed financially as he leaves office and by the way that 
senator strom thurman republican from south carolina you've seen him in the hearings earlier this week for 
senator ashcroft peter we're actually going to know more 
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peter we're actually going to know more about president clinton's finances than we know about any other ex- 
presidents because mrs clinton has been elected to the senate which subjects president clinton to the 
financial disclosure forms of the senate and so what we learned in this last day though is the final disclosure 
of all the gifts that the clintons have decided to keep over the eight years it's worth about 192 000 george bill 
clinton has has an enormous capacity for small talk under almost any circumstances you think this would be 
an easy ride for the two of them oh i think so and peter what they're probably spending most of the time 
doing george w bush is probably running his speech through his head and they're just going to be waving to 
the crowds as they go by lighting them up they can get through this 15 minutes thank you george can think of 
at least one president in the past who thought the other was cold because he simply looked out the window 
and perhaps he was running the speech as we say our coverage will continue as they get closer to capitol 
hill in just a moment 1001 inauguration abc news live coverage will continue in a moment what about now 
we're gonna we're gonna leave the commercial because this is not something this is not something we want 
to miss so we'll just abandon the commercial there to watch the arrival of the law library entrance on the east 


side of the capitol no other building in the united states so intimately linked with the lives of all the people as 
this one they come under a portico here to give them some protection from the weather and then they enter 
this place beneath the statue of freedom the crown's the dome which makes this place so astonishingly 
important to every american and to the millions of people who come here 
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to the millions of people who come here every year mr clinton escorted by senator mcconnell and senator 
chris dodd republican and democratic leaders of the inaugural committee as they go through this is neither 
not a last opportunity for either man to to go through these corridors in the halls and the rotundas and then at 
lunch into statuary hall all the walls the ceilings the windows the very air evokes the story of the united states 
as a nation and all but four of the retiring presidents have attended the swearing-in ceremonies of their 
successors they'll hold for a minute so that the organizers get this right down to the last minute there is by 
the way despite occasional conventional wisdom no requirement in the constitution that this be held precisely 
at noon they've actually been running a bit behind this morning the only thing that the constitution requires is 
the actual oath of office various members of the senate and house leadership who've come up in those two 
limousines congressman dick army the big heavy set one and they're on the west facade are all those 
people who have the most privileged seats including joe lieberman who as most of the country knows was 
one could say smart enough now though he was criticized at the time to not give up his senate seat in 
connecticut when he signed on as al gore's vice president talking to john kerry 
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kerry his neighbor there from massachusetts all of the people coming to this place which is more than any 
other place a sign that the union is going to continue this is liz cheney who is dick cheney's daughter and 
behind her mr cheney's other daughter mary they came to the four at the convention for the first time and i 
think that's a bush behind them it'll take a while for the country to become familiar with all of the bushes but 
over there on the left you'll get to see him lots of times because there he is right on the left-hand side of the 
current george p who you also heard at the convention become something of a very popular character with 
the young people in the country that's his mother george p's mother there he's doing there's jeb bush the 
governor of florida who many people of course thought would be the political runner in the family after his 
father and who must have had some pretty hellish days during the 36 days in the post-election period 
senator bob dole the ubiquitous senator dole he's been everywhere today and appears to enjoy his 
retirement and who left the senate of the united states in more graceful fashion i think than many others 
before him have done with his wife elizabeth who he said may be able to become the new un ambassador 
and there's a face from the past of course that was tom foley the former speaker of the house of 
representatives 


01:16:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LvzGPrRt_HO&t=4562s 





speaker of the house of representatives george herbert walker bush and mrs bush who continues to be one 
of the most popular of all former first ladies but who some people regard is maybe the toughest political mind 
in the bush family certainly the one who remembers all of the favors and all of the slights and with their 
grandparents are the two girls jenna and barbara named for their grandparents they're getting a lot of 
attention the president-elect barbara bush in an interview she did down at crawford just the other day general 
powell and talking to jimmy carter the country does know these two characters but it was interesting to hear 
mr bush tell barbara walters in no uncertain terms barbara that he does not want these girls to get the kind of 
scrutiny that other members of the family he recognizes have to have and he'll hold people to it if they do i'm 
jenna bush who is quite lively and goes to the university of texas and this is the one thing he feels very 
strongly about it was the only time in the interview that he really got uh almost angry and he said i'm fair 
game uh my wife is semi-fair game and uh laura bush said no i'm not and he sort of let that go and he said 
but i will not let anyone he talked about how he agonized when he had to make his decision to run for 
president and the agony was over what it would do to his two daughters well i have to tell you that getting a 


lot of attention there's even a website i think it's called twinsisterstuff.com i suppose we shouldn't be in the 
business of advertising websites but it's been quite fascinating to watch on on this twinsisterstuff.com the 
fascination that other twins around the country and around the world have with 
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country and around the world have with the fact that they are twins and you realize that there is yet one more 
bond um between individuals who are actually twins sam donaldson you have made you have been there for 
so many of these walks your turn well peter when you talked about jimmy carter we all remember in 1981 
this very very tense situation right on inaugural day the hostages were in their airplanes you recall at the 
airport in tehran and the question was jimmy carter and his people have negotiated for days and days when 
would they be released and when jimmy carter the outgoing president walked down these steps uh i said to 
him are the hostages free yet he said i can't say that yet and and the the anguish in his face and of course as 
you recall once the ronald reagan was sworn in they were released and barbara bush well ted coffin you 
remain remember some of that same tension you and i were deeply engaged in the whole business of the 
hostage release do you recall your feelings at the time oh i do indeed peter i mean it's uh it's curious to think 
that it's been 20 years you as i think you mentioned at the outset where were you were you over in frankfurt i 
was in frankfurt waiting for them to arrive right and and the whole country had been seized for 444 days as 
we now know by the capture of those uh 52 american hostages diplomats a couple of uh intelligence agents 
uh who were held in tehran and it was an agonizing night this last night and and the last morning of jimmy 
carter's administration because he was up almost the entire night working in the oval office with his advisors 
and wanted so desperately to bring about the release of those hostages and the iranians were just as 
determined as you remember not to let that happen and to be sure we later found out that they were actually 
in telephone contact 
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actually in telephone contact with some iranian sympathizers here in washington who were on the phone 
with them and they waited quite literally until the moment that ronald reagan raised his hand took the oath 
and as the as the power transferred from one president to the next that plane was allowed to take off it was 
an extraordinary time there's some extraordinary moments here as well to barbara bush and rosalind carter 
greeting another and jimmy carter seeing george herbert walker bush what an extraordinary moment for 
george herbert walker bush this hasn't happened since the 19th century for a father to sit there and watch his 
son inaugurated jeb bush was walking along the streets here the other day and said he could hardly wait to 
see the look on his father's face and there are the twins of course who a little hard to tell how averse they are 
to being in the public eye they've stayed very much out of it and chelsea clinton who i think it's almost 
universally agreed has had a very very healthy development from a child into a young woman during the time 
that her parents spent at the white house she came back as you know when mrs clinton was campaigning for 
the senate she came back and joined her father on some of the last official trips and and occasions a very 
very significantly developed young woman in this particular period and i think it could probably be argued that 
one of the reasons was the respect that the press gave her clintons do not like the press particularly george 
stephanopoulos help me on this one i don't think the clintons have ever liked the press very much i'm not 
sure the bushes do either in fact um when barbara bush was talking to mrs clinton when she first came in as 
first lady that was the first warning she gave uh to mrs bush to mrs clinton he said watch out for the press i 
think it's kind of an occupational hazard 


01:22:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LvzGPrRt_HO&t=4920s 





occupational hazard with any president they've developed a strong distaste for the press but as you point out 
peter they were fiercely protective of chelsea clinton in those first few years at the white house not only from 
the press but from the staff from everyone they wanted her to have a normal life and it was only when she 
chose to start coming out more basically in her father's 1996 campaign that she started to play a more public 
role and as you point out as well the press was always respectful of that the modern press be maybe more 


voracious but it has always been us as as historians remind us time and again when the this american 
couple enters the white house they become the object of attention in every every imaginable way their 
outward face to the country we want to know about their inner thinking and there's some great debate always 
going on within us as a country is how close and how intimate we wish to be with our presidents what is 
presidential what is not and yet it seems to me that on an occasion like this ted koppel that we want to see as 
much as we can we do i'm glad you came to me peter at this moment because i was just thinking about 
something that george bush the elder said at one point and he clearly at that time did not think that his son 
would become hillary would become president of the united states but he was asked and he thought for a 
moment and then he said i'm most proud of the fact that the kids still come home and and mrs bush uh 
barbara bush also has this this wonderful uh sort of straightforward notion of what is important in life maybe a 
good thing to mention as we watch this transition of parrot take place and she said i don't know of anybody 
who's ever been lying in a hospital or lying on their deathbed who said i wish i'd spent more time in the office 
they all talked about maybe wishing that they had spent a little more time with their families and and this 
extraordinary what strikes me is to see jimmy and rosalyn carter standing 


01:24:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LvzGPrRt_HO&t=5040s 





to see jimmy and rosalyn carter standing there and you know not just another couple of people standing 
there in the crowd but power transfers in this country from one group to the next mrs bush in her peacock 
blue mrs chaney in tan i think we resolve that the color as long as we have the microphone i think is probably 
the issue but cokey roberts inside cokey you've got a better closer look at the rest of us and you know this 
transition being a child of politics better than all of us i think it's true peter in fact i was counting back i found a 
picture of myself on somebody's shoulders in 1949 at harry truman's inauguration i don't remember it i have 
to tell you but these these transitions really are moments and i'm sitting looking at tipper gore walk down 
there how hard this has to be thinking that that this she she should have been there is probably what she's 
thinking but also knowing that this is this is the role that she has to play i just think the combination of the 
history and the personal poignancy is so great on a day like this that there's no way of overstating it we all 
expect our politicians to smile on public occasions practically on cue but koki do you think the tip or gore will 
go into this retirement period whether it's extended permit or not with greater ease than vice president gore 
yes because i think she's a person who's very comfortable in herself and she has causes that she cares 
deeply about particularly mental health and she is very involved in them and will stay very involved i think for 
vice president gore he has really been either in public life or aspiring to public life most of his life and uh but 
he's got a lot of soul-searching to do about what he does next but he's very smart he has lots of inner 
resources but this is going to be very hard 
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look at the ladies i'm apologized cokey i don't know who the woman in red is let's see i have to stand ina 
different place for me to be able to see who the woman in red is she may simply be an official i think she may 
just be an official there's no such thing as just an official i grant you i think she may be an age she's yes that 
that she is apparently she is an aide in the senate okay that's elaine chow in there who is the wife of senator 
mitch mcconnell of kentucky and she is the secretary of labor designee the marine band always always 
always in our background no other band in the united states so associated with public occasions as this 
sometimes known as the president's own played at every inauguration since thomas jefferson's in 1801 he 
gave them the title the marines we can just listen so this is what's called the tight pool in journalism the 
handful of photographers and reporters representing the entire news operation at the moment traveling up 
close and if not always personal to 
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up close and if not always personal to the vips so members of the inaugural committee in the left-hand side 
with a slightly reddish hair dick gephardt leading the democrats in the house of representatives senator dodd 
and on the right just behind vice president gore senator tom daschle who becomes probably the most 


influential democrat doesn't suddenly become is the most influential democrat on capitol hill and take a look 
at al gore's face read into it what you will ladies and gentlemen the president of the united states the 
honorable william jefferson militant and the vice president of the united states the honorable albert ward 
junior accompanied by senator christopher dobb representative richard gephardt senator tom daschle gary 
cisco secretary of the senate jeffrey trampa clerk of the house of representatives and jay eagan chief 
administrative officer of the house of representatives hail to the chief 
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so another good idea think presidents from the wife of a vice president often said that julia tyler the wife of 
the 10th president john tyler was the one who ordered hail to the chief to be played every time the president 
made an official appearance first played at james polk's inauguration in 1845 very not very often you see the 
chief justice of the supreme court wearing a hat so quite a stunning moment an unusually stunning occasion 
given the closeness of this election the president and the vice president there mrs gore always with her 
camera a time for cross-party generalities and and friendly gestures who knows how well they are intended 
but 
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who knows how well they are intended but there was mrs clinton senator clinton saying goodbye to the 
president mrs clinton will of course now stay in washington the president later today will go back to chapel 
court in new york just outside new york city one of their one of their residences they have a house here now 
and we'll have an apartment in new york city and the president will experience what other presidents have 
had to leave sudden changes in their lives he'll get through traffic tonight but he may not gentlemen the vice 
president-elect of the united states the honorable richard bruce cheney accompanied by senator trent blunt 
representative richard army loretta sims and senate deputy sergeant-at-arms kerry handling house deputy 
sergeant-at-arms and whiney hurst executive director joint congressional committee for inaugural 
ceremonies president cheney in old old washington hands sometimes said particularly among the skeptical 
about george w bush here that he'll be the one with real influence in the city it's not to say that george w 
bush hasn't had experience here but dick cheney knows this town extremely well served in the house of 
representatives served as the secretary in various cabinets and certainly knows that this town is not not 
always paid with goodwill 
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it's a familiar face to washingtonians that's bill living good there who is the sergeant-at-arms will hear him on 
the first state of the union address that mr bush gives to the country and to the congress now the weather 
has cooperated we'd anticipated rain turning to sleet at this particular time but it's a bare-headed occasion 
ladies and gentlemen the president-elect of the united states george walker bush accompanied by senator 
mitch mcconnell senator christopher speaker j dennis pastor senator trent block representative richard army 
representative richard jim ziegler senate sergeant-at-arms chief of staff joined congressional committee for 
inaugural ceremonies yes indeed there are those in the country who may be saying to themselves 
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country who may be saying to themselves who would have funked at the moment but there is the about to be 
president who in just seconds will have an opportunity to to set a country that is pretty deeply divided in 
many ways marching to new music ladies and gentlemen the chairman of the joint congressional committee 
for inaugural ceremonies the honorable mitch mcconnell they're just a little late now but this will move along 
fairly quickly now with the invocation by senator franklin graham and then the chief justice swearing again 
can we just sit and enjoy this with you welcome to the 54th inauguration of the president and vice president 
of the united states of america today we honor the past in commemorating two centuries of inaugurations in 
washington d.c as well we embrace the future this day marking the first inauguration of the 21st century and 
the new millennium america has now spanned four centuries her promise still shining bright the beginning 


and present linked by timeless ideals and faith the enduring strength of our constitution which brings us to 
the west front of the capitol today attests to the wisdom of america's founders and the heroism of generations 
of americans who fought wars and toiled in peace to preserve this legacy of liberty in becoming the 43rd 
president of the united states george w bush will assume the sacred trust as 
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bush will assume the sacred trust as guardian of our constitution dick cheney will be sworn in as our new 
vice president witnessed by the congress supreme court governors and presidents passed the current 
president will stand by as the new president peacefully takes office this is a triumph of our democratic 
republic a ceremony befitting a great nation in his father's stead the reverend franklin graham is with us 
today to lead the nation in prayer please stand for the invocation reverend graham billy graham who's so 
close to so many presidents is not well this is his son who's worked hard on taking over the ministry in time 
blessed are you lord our god yours oh god is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and 
the splendor for everything in heaven and earth is yours yours o lord is the kingdom you are exalted as head 
over all wealth and honor come from you you are the ruler of all things in your hands our strength and power 
to exalt and to give strength to all as president lincoln once said we have been the recipients of the choicest 
bounties of heaven we have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity we have grown in 
numbers wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown but we have forgotten god it behooves us then 
to humble ourselves before the offended powers to confess our national sins and to pray for clemency and 
forgiveness oh lord as we come together on this historic and solemn occasion to inaugurate once again a 
president and vice president teach us afresh that power wisdom and salvation come only from your hand we 
pray o lord 
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come only from your hand we pray o lord for president-elect george w bush and vice president-elect richard 
b chaney to whom you have entrusted leadership of this nation at this moment in history we pray that you'll 
help them bring our country together so that we may rise above partisan politics and seek the larger vision of 
your will for our nation use them to bring reconciliation between the races healing to political wounds that we 
may truly become one nation under god give our new president and all who advise him calmness in the face 
of storms encouragement in the face of frustration and humility in the face of success give them the wisdom 
to know and to do what is right and the courage to say no to all that is contrary to your statutes and holy law 
lord we pray for their families and especially their wives laura bush and lynn cheney that they may sense 
your presence and know your love today we entrust to you president and senator clinton and vice president 
mrs gore lead them as they journey through new doors of opportunity to serve others now o lord we dedicate 
this presidential inaugural ceremony to you may this be the beginning of a new dawn for america as we 
humble ourselves before you and acknowledge you alone as our lord our savior and our redeemer we pray 
this in the name of the father and of the son the lord jesus christ and of the holy spirit amen franklin graham 
who runs the billy graham evangelistic association for his father thank you reverend graham it is my distinct 
pleasure to introduce the dupont manual choir of louisville kentucky senator 
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of louisville kentucky senator mcconnell's alma mater and the only choir to perform at this ceremony you'll 
recognize the music foreign oh see 
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is SO cross i now call on senator christopher christopher j dodd of connecticut to introduce the chief justice of 
the 
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to introduce the chief justice of the united states chief justice rehnquist thank you senator mcconnell 
president and senator clinton vice president mrs gore president-elect and mrs bush and fellow citizens the 
vice president-elect will now take the oath of office his wife lynn and their daughters elizabeth cheney perry 
and mary chaney will hold the family bible i have the honor and privilege to now present the chief justice of 
the united states supreme court the honorable william hobbs rehnquist to administer the oath of office to the 
vice president-elect richard bruce chaney the 16th chief justice of the united states appointed in 1986 by 
president ronald reagan mr cheney are you ready to take the oath i am please raise your right hand and 
repeat after me i richard bruce cheney do solemnly swear that i will support and defend the constitution of 
the united states that i will support and defend the constitution of the united states against all enemies 
foreign and domestic against all enemies foreign and domestic that i will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same that i will bear true faith and allegiance to the same that i take this obligation freely that i take this 
obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion and that i will well and faithfully discharge and that i will well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which i am about to enter the duties of the office on which i am about to enter so help 
me god so help me god congratulations 
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ruffles and flourishes and now hale colombia played for the vice president first played for vice president nixon 
during the eisenhower administration ladies and gentlemen staff sergeant alec t molly of the united states 
army band will now perform an american medley staff sergeant mali from basking ridge new jersey been in 
the army since 1995 i see land of them let freedom god bless america 
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land that i love and guide her through the night with a light from the prairies with god oh voice what would a 
great public occasion be without the music of irving berlin he wrote it during world war one 
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it is now my high honor to again present the chief justice of the united states who will administer the 
presidential oath of office everyone please stand this is the fourth time that the chief justice has administered 
the oath of office to the president and the first was for george herbert walker bush in 1989 governor are you 
ready to take the old answer please raise your right hand and repeat after me i george walker bush do 
solemnly swear george walker bush do you solemnly swear that i will faithfully execute the office of president 
of the united states that i will faithfully execute the office of president of the united states and will to the best 
of my ability and will to the best of my ability preserve protect and defend the constitution of the united states 
preserve protect and defend the constitution of the united states so help me god so help me god 
congratulations to the chief the commander in chief gets 21. 
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oh george w bush and his brother had both said they were reluctant to look at their parents on an occasion 
like this because they wouldn't generalize to find them in president of the united states george w bush this is 
only the second time that both parents of the president have attended an inauguration the last time was 1961 
when both of john f kennedy's parents were present thank you all chief justice rehnquist president carter 
president bush president clinton distinguished guests and my fellow citizens the peaceful transfer of authority 
is rare in history yet common in our country with a simple oath we affirm old traditions and make new 
beginnings as i begin i thank president clinton for his service to our nation and i thank vice president gore for 
a contest conducted with spirit and ended with grace 
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iam honored and humbled to stand here where so many of america's leaders have come before me and so 
many will follow we have a place all of us in a long story a story we continue but whose end we will not see it 
is a story of a new world that became a friend and liberator of the old the story of a slaveholding society that 
became a servant of freedom the story of a power that went into the world to protect but not possess to 
defend but not to conquer it is the american story a story of flawed and fallible people united across the 
generations by grand and enduring ideals the grandest of these ideals is an unfolding american promise that 
everyone belongs that everyone deserves a chance that no insignificant person was ever born americans 
are called to enact this promise in our lives and in our laws and though our nation has sometimes halted and 
sometimes delayed we must follow no other course through much of the last century america's faith in 
freedom and democracy was a rock in a raging sea now it is a seed upon the wind taking root in many 
nations our democratic faith is more than the creed of our country it is the unborn hope of our humanity an 
ideal we carry but do not own a trust we bear and pass along and even after nearly 225 years 
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and even after nearly 225 years we have a long way yet to travel many of our citizens prosper others doubt 
the promise even the justice of our own country the ambitions of some americans are limited by failing 
schools and hidden prejudice and the circumstances of their birth and sometimes our differences run so 
deep it seems we share a continent but not a country we do not accept this and we will not allow it our unity 
our union is a serious work of leaders and citizens and every generation and this is my solemn pledge i will 
work to build a single nation of justice and opportunity i know this was in our reach because we are guided 
by a power larger than ourselves who creates us equal in his image and we are confident in principles that 
unite and lead us onward america has never been united by blood or birth or soil we are bound by ideals that 
move us beyond our backgrounds lift us above our interests and teach us what it means to be citizens every 
child must be taught these principles every citizen must uphold them and every immigrant by embracing 
these ideals makes our country more not less american today today we affirm a new commitment to live out 
our nation's promise 
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out our nation's promise through civility courage compassion and character america at its best matches a 
commitment to principle with a concern for civility a civil society demands from each of us good will and 
respect fair dealing and forgiveness some seem to believe that our politics can afford to be petty because in 
a time of peace the stakes of our debates appear small but the stakes for america are never small if our 
country does not lead the cause of freedom it will not be led if we do not turn the hearts of children toward 
knowledge and character we will lose their gifts and undermine their idealism if we permit our economy to 
drift and decline the vulnerable will suffer most we must live up to the calling we share civility is not a tactic or 
a sentiment it is the determined choice of trust over cynicism of community over chaos and this commitment 
if we keep it is a way to shared accomplishment america at its best is also courageous our national courage 
has been clear in times of depression and war when defeating common dangers to find our common good 
now we must choose if the example of our fathers and mothers will inspire us or condemn us we must show 
courage in a time of blessing by confronting problems instead of passing them on to future generations 
together we will reclaim america's schools before ignorance and apathy 
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schools before ignorance and apathy claim more young lives we will reform social security and medicare 
sparing our children from struggles we have the power to prevent and we'll reduce taxes to recover the 
momentum of our economy and reward the effort and enterprise of working americans we will build our 
defenses beyond challenge lest weakness invite challenge we will confront weapons of mass destruction so 
that a new century has spared new horrors the enemies of liberty in our country should make no mistake 
america remains engaged in the world by history and by choice shaping a balance of power that favors 
freedom we will defend our allies and our interests we will show purpose without arrogance we will meet 


aggression and bad faith with resolve and strength and to all nations we will speak for the values that gave 
our nation birth america at its best is compassionate in the quiet of american conscience we know that deep 
persistent poverty is unworthy of our nation's promise and whatever our views of its cause we can agree that 
children at risk are not at fault abandonment and abuse are not acts of god they are failures of love i'm sorry 
and the proliferation of prisons however necessary is no substitute for hope and order 
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is no substitute for hope and order in our souls where there is suffering there is duty americans in need are 
not strangers they are citizens not problems but priorities and all of us are diminished when any are hopeless 
government has great responsibilities for public safety and public health for civil rights and common schools 
yet compassion is the work of a nation not just a government and some needs and hurts are so deep they 
will only respond to a mentor's touch or a pastor's prayer church and charity synagogue and mosque lend 
our communities their humanity and they will have an honored place in our plans and in our laws many in our 
country do not know the pain of poverty but we can listen to those who do and i can pledge our nation to a 
goal when we see that wounded traveler on the road to jericho we will not pass to the other side america at 
its best is a place where personal responsibility is valued and expected encouraging responsibility is not a 
search for scapegoats it is a call to conscience and though it requires sacrifice it brings a deeper fulfillment 
we find the fullness of life not only in options but in commitments and we find that children and community 
are the commitments that set us free our public interest 
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that set us free our public interest depends on private character on civic duty and family bonds in basic 
fairness on on uncounted unhonored acts of decency which give direction to our freedom sometimes in life 
we're called to do great things but as the saint of our times has said every day we are called to do small 
things with great love the most important tasks of a democracy are done by everyone i will live and lead by 
these principles to advance my convictions with civility to pursue the public interest with courage to speak for 
greater justice and compassion to call for responsibility and try to live it as well and all these days ways i will 
bring the values of our history to the care of our times what you do is as important as anything government 
does i ask you to seek a common good beyond your comfort to defend needed reforms against easy attacks 
to serve your nation beginning with your neighbor i ask you to be citizens citizens not spectators citizens not 
subjects responsible citizens building communities of service and a nation of character americans are 
generous and strong and decent not because we believe in ourselves but because we hold beliefs beyond 
ourselves when this spirit of citizenship is missing no government program can replace it when this spirit is 
present no wrong can stand against it 
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after the declaration of independence was signed virginia statesman john page wrote to thomas jefferson we 
know the race is not to the swift nor the battle to the strong do you not think an angel rides in the whirlwind 
and directs this storm much time has passed since jefferson arrived for his inauguration the years and 
changes accumulate but the themes of this day he would know our nation's grand story of courage and its 
simple dream of dignity we are not this story's author who fills time and eternity with his purpose yet his 
purpose is achieved in our duty and our duty is fulfilled in service to one another never tiring never yielding 
never finishing we renew that purpose today to make our country more just and generous to affirm the dignity 
of our lives and every life this work continues the story goes on and an angel still rides in the whirlwind and 
directs this storm god bless you all and god bless america good speech said vice president gore it goes into 
the history books the 43rd president of the united states inaugural address january the 20th 2001. 
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january the 20th 2001. please stand now as pastor kirby john h caldwell will now deliver the benediction and 
afterward please remain standing for the singing of our national anthem after which the ceremony will be 
concluded i call upon senator john to organize the presidential party after the ceremony has ended to depart 
the platform pastor caldwell from the united methodist church in houston a spiritual advisor to president 
senator mcconnell let us pray please almighty god the supply and supplier of peace prudent policy and non- 
partisanship we bless your holy and righteous name thank you o god for blessing us with forgiveness with 
faith and with favor forgive us for choosing pride over purpose forgive us for choosing popularity over 
principles and forgive us for choosing materialism over morals deliver us from these and all of the evils and 
cast our sins into your sea of forgetfulness to be remembered no more and lord not only do we thank you for 
our forgiveness we thank you for faith faith to believe that every child can learn and no child will be left 
behind and no youth will be left out thank you for blessing us with the faith to believe that all of your leaders 
can sit down and reason with one another so that each american is blessed thank you for blessing us with 
the faith to believe that the walls of inequity can be torn down and the gaps between the rich and the 
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and the gaps between the rich and the poor the haves and the have-nots the uneducated and the educated 
can and will be closed and lord lastly we thank you for favor we thank you for your divine favor let your favor 
be upon president clinton and the outgoing administration may they go forth in spiritual grace and civic 
greatness and of course oh lord let your divine favor be upon president george w bush and first lady laura 
welch bush and their family we decree and declare that no weapon formed against them shall prosper let 
your divine favor be upon the bush team and all americans with the rising of the sun and the going down of 
the same may we grow in our willingness and ability to bless you and bless one another we respectfully 
submit this humble prayer in the name that's above all in other names jesus the christ that all who agree say 
amen kirby on caldwell from texas and now staff sergeant mali will sing the national anthem and the rockets 
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that our flag was still there yes and the home of the brave there's a lot to say and there's a lot to think about 
we live in the year 2001 the white house website has changed clinton is gone and bush is the inaugural 
speech the president's chance to write the history of his administration before it begins as more than one 
person has observed on the eve of an inauguration and the opportunity for the country to absorb it and see 
what it means to individuals and one could even argue the obligation of historians and journalists to have 
something to say about it so as president bush leaves the podium to go on to his next event it was about 14 
minutes long by the way certainly not the shortest george washington's was the shortest at 135 words nor 
was it the longest henry harrison's which took 45 minutes to deliver but it 
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which took 45 minutes to deliver but it was shorter than bill clinton the first time and just about the same time 
as bill clinton the second time let me begin to canvas my colleagues here beginning with our resident 
historian at abc news michael beschloss michael what did you hear well one thing i heard peter is that this is 
a president who understands that a president has to be two things both the chief of state and a political 
manager and especially after a contested election this was a speech that was full of talk about unity healing 
the country but also he left no doubt that he was going to pursue this agenda of things like tax cuts and 
social security reform even as if he had been elected by a much much larger margin two other things this 
was someone who at the beginning used that phrase the peaceful transfer of authority almost exactly the 
same phrase was used by john kennedy in 61 richard nixon in 69 two men who also came in after very close 
elections the other thing was he began the speech by thanking president clinton for his years of service to 
america once again in almost exactly those words that was the way that bill clinton thanked him his 
predecessor george bush senior in 1993. he'll say with history first and then we'll go to politics from columbia 
university professor henry graff it was a beautifully hewned speech it showed the marks of i think several 
speech writers it didn't entirely sound the way president bush talked during the campaign the words flowed 


more generously and more smoothly it set a precedent in that as a president who grew out of a disputed 
election he had nothing to say about that fact aside from his gracious reference to former vice president gore 
at the very beginning unlike the previous presidents well who said i apologize for the circumstances of his 
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i apologize for the circumstances of his election that's right uh john quincy adams said i am less possessed 
of your approval than my predecessors and uh similar words were spoken although not in the same fashion 
by president hayes in 1877 when he said there are differences this has all been settled by uh arbitration and 
we must go on thank you henry george w bush of course has said all repeatedly since the end of the 
campaign he believes he has a mandate even though the country sometimes does on occasion criticize it so 
political analysis former congressman john kasich republican member of congress well peter it's the reason 
why when i dropped out of the race for president i endorsed george bush i think what we heard today was 
compassionate conservatism and when we think about what he had to say his message is we have to help 
one another he referred to the good samaritan we shall not pass by he talked about the fact that many 
americans felt a lack of justice in america that he wanted a remedy he said the children shouldn't be left 
behind the children are important that no one in america is born insignificant i mean these are the words that 
really appeal to democrats i think it was a a very lifting speech and i think he delivered it very very well but i 
think he carves out there's things he believes in that this generation has an obligation to do things to help the 
next generation but all in all it was a matter of calling on americans better angels to participate not as 
observers but as citizens to help move our country forward thank you john i'll throw my hat in the ring and 
only one respect here i think it's probably the best speech that we've heard him give i think better than the 
speech he gave at the republican convention george stephanopoulos i wonder if as the republicans had 
suggested 
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republicans had suggested we might did you hear his heart oh i think definitely as john kasich said when he 
talked about the parable of the good samaritan when he talked about people reaching out to their neighbors 
and peter i think you also saw the legacy of his family there back in president bush's inaugural back in 1989 
president bush talked about a new engagement in the lives of others a new activism you saw the same sort 
of of language today from the new president bush when he talked about compassion can't be just a matter of 
government it has to be people reaching out and serving their neighbors that is a strong ethic strong tradition 
of the bush family ted koppel i noticed i think counted six times an emphasis on civility i wonder if the theme 
thing struck you absolutely and and that clearly was one of the uh the principal themes of the speech peter 
but i i take mild uh issue with what professor graf was saying before while president bush did not refer 
specifically to the fact that he did not win this election in terms of the popular vote i think the entire first third 
of the speech was sort of dedicated to those who quite clearly did not vote for him the disenfranchised 
particularly african-american poor in this country and i think the thrust of the speech in some large measure 
was i know i may not have been the man that you voted for but i'm going to be your president and i'm going 
to be here for you i think that was really one of the major themes of this speech and certainly a theme that 
the uh that the new president uh has reinforced in almost every public appearance he has made since the 
end of the florida recount barbara walters well peter uh judge w bush had said that he began to write this 
speech almost the moment that al gore conceded and i think perhaps what touched me the most watching all 
of this was al gore's face at the moment that mr bush was sworn in that's a tough 
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that mr bush was sworn in that's a tough tough moment and and i do agree uh very much with ted that that 
he campaigned george w bush campaigned on unity but his election created disunity and he knows that he 
also knows although he doesn't watch television that the image that most americans have of him is a buffoon 
aman who was perhaps silly and a man who was not too swift when i met him eight months ago to do an 
interview i wasn't very impressed and this time i was by his confidence and his knowledge so comics may 


still poke fun but today george w bush became not just a president but presidential thank you very much 
barbara walters sam donaldson you've heard so many that sam i wonder if you were struck at all by the deep 
connection though we've heard it before to his face i didn't get the last peter because the marine band is 
struck up right behind me would you try me again just talk sam all right i i think this speech may be known as 
the speech of the four c's courage compassion uh character and civility ken talked about civility i think when 
president bush talked about character it may have been a little uncomfortable for former president clinton 
because bush during the campaign made it very clear that he was going to restore character and morality in 
the white house but i also like barbara peter was struck by the moment when al gore was listening to this and 
i recall a story that newton minow who was the fcc chairman in the kennedy administration tells he said a few 
months after president kennedy's inaugural address he ran it and richard nixon the man who had been 
defeated mr nixon said you know that was a good speech i would like to have given it myself and minero said 
you mean the ask not part and nixon said no the i do solemnly swear part thank you sam i don't know what 
we do without your institutional memory the person is going to develop institutional memory for us now is 
terry moran who's going to be in the 
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is terry moran who's going to be in the white house for the bush administration and terry you know more 
about the genesis of this speech than most of us what did you think well peter i was struck by the way he 
delivered it this there i've been seeing president bush now over the past couple of weeks in an almost serene 
frame of mind it seemed there was there was just something so calm about him and he got up there and 
delivered this well-crafted speech with that same inner calm and confidence the quality of his voice and a 
voice is a tool that a president must use was quite striking in this crowd as well he doesn't have the malefice 
baritone of president reagan or the the charming drawl as senator warner hops over the balustrad here peter 
i'll toss it back to you one more thing i did notice something that the cameras may not have caught as terry 
let me if i may because this is a big moment for the country vice president cheney and mrs cheney saying 
goodbye to former vice president gore and mrs gore it would be hard on this occasion not to dwell for some 
time as my colleagues have on how mr gore has struggled through these post-election days a man who even 
during the recount in florida would spend hours and hours every day on the phone and on the email talking to 
people all over the country talking particularly to the press went completely to ground in these final days and 
has led a very private almost out of the way life as i said earlier he'd been out in aspen colorado briefly but 
now he is no longer the vice president of the united states some people george washington foremost among 
them may indeed have 
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among them may indeed have yearned for the shade of retirement but not al gore and certainly not bill 
clinton it is said sometimes in jest they said in jess that when they go to the white house this afternoon they'll 
see mr clinton's fingernails on the floor as he was dragged from the white house that's not meant meanly it is 
simply to reinform reaffirm what he has always said that he has even in the worst of times loved every minute 
of his eight years in office that's been a very difficult last 24 hours for him having to make a deal with the 
independent council in order to have the investigation of his honesty in regarding monica lewinsky go away 
at least go away legally but now he is no longer the president of the united states it's been traditional in 
recent years for the departing president to get into a helicopter take a tour of washington and disappear into 
the new phase of their life on this occasion because of the weather mr clinton and senator clinton we'll go by 
limousine to andrews air force base and fly to walk to new york this by the way is only the third time in history 
that there are five living former presidents mr clinton former president bush president reagan as you know is 
still in the hospital in california having fallen and broken his hip jimmy carter who was here today and former 
president gerald ford i do not to be honest know where he is today he spends a lot of his time at home in 
colorado 
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but the country has now made this extraordinary transition some former presidents live long lives after exiting 
the white house including herbert hoover who lived for almost 32 years bill clinton's we've been talking a lot 
about the offense age in the last couple of days because they've been trying to figure out how well or not well 
he would live in in retirement notwithstanding the fact that he may someday run again for public office but 
now all of the attention will focus on george bush who's backing to the capitol now and i very much want to 
hear cokey robert's views on the speech and the grand occasion which will take inside as the house and the 
senate give president bush his first lunch so we'll be right back live from washington the 2001 inauguration 
will continue in a moment of course was there with my sister to see our father sworn in and i'd been ina 
sledding accident and had this great big black eye so there were a lot of pictures taken that day of david who 
was eight years old looking intently at me and i was eight two and later when we got engaged years later the 
press resurrected these pictures saying see he was interested in her and of course i had to admit that the 
only thing he was really interested in was that black eye because it was very dramatic for a girl but there was 
a little romance at that inauguration i think so the 2001 inauguration continues after this from our abc stations 
tuesday's blue is an episode danny sorensen if you take off last night 
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sorensen if you take off last night you don't come back i'm tired of it won't forget diane hang back and cover 
us in case you're losing you hang back danny don't ever do that again with 18 more all-new episodes in a 
row this season just gets better nypd blue abc tuesday viewer discretion advised home sellers did you know 
you can sell any home commission free for 995 i'm winona stout of next home the only real estate company 
that pays you next homes professional marketing makes it easy to sell any home commission free you can 
save ten thousand twenty thousand dollars or more call us to receive your free video after thirty years in real 
estate i know next home works meet jerry breast cancer survivor treated at hillcrest hospital i have a lot to 
live for so i did my homework i chose hillcrest because i felt they were my best hope i qualified for a trial 
study today i'm healthy my doctors really kept me going like my family i never knew this kind of care was so 
close to home hillcrest hospital part of the cleveland clinic health system complete state-of-the-art cancer 
care close to home call medline for information a few flurries today highs in the upper 20s live from 
washington the 2001 inauguration continues once again peter jennings welcome back to our inauguration 
coverage 2001 running just about on schedule now on a nasty but it could be worse kind of day in 
washington the crowds are fairly thin there have been some difficulties between the police and the 
demonstrators the demonstrators want to be heard and some of them simply want to do damage as best we 
can tell from the reports of down there on the street but in a short while now from uh pennsylvania edges of 
pennsylvania avenue the inaugural parade will begin 
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avenue the inaugural parade will begin which i have to tell you i always think is one of the great moments of 
of any political year of any year and we will be here for that and mr bush and mr cheney are now going in to 
have lunch with the political leadership of the congress and we'll talk about that in just a moment but what is 
very striking i think to to all of us in the country and to a great many people elsewhere in the world is how 
quickly as we've said how quickly the political leaders of the day are eclipsed and passed into a new era of 
their lives so before i lose terry moran over there at the white house is going to cover mr bush i'll remind folks 
that terry of course has spent months and months and months living in the immediate shadow of al gore 
how's he doing terry and what did you think most of all today because you know him better than most of us 
well he's a hard man to know peter he's a very guarded man but but i will say since the end of the contest 
there's no question he has conducted himself with great graciousness and good humor and there's also a 
sense as he walked in today that this was a very difficult time for him he did not look at president bush now 
during much of the speech there was one moment in particular that struck me as he walked in he went over 
to his seat and just behind him was standing the chief justice of the united states uh william rehnquist who 
thrust out his hand for a handshake and and perhaps i'm misinterpreting it but it did seem to me that the vice 
president let him hang there for just a minute before he clasped his hand in a gesture of good will so it was 
obviously a very difficult day for him and uh he goes home now so terry while we watch president bush now 


sign the cabinet papers this is basically the formal nomination of his cabinet senator thurman there behind 
him dennis hastert the speaker of the house on his left senator lot and vice president cheney this is basically 
signing the formal nomination 
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basically signing the formal nomination of his cabinet nominees to the senate the nomination hearings are 
not continued but as he does this terry continued how's al gore going to do as a person this was his dream 
his mother's dream his father's dream and at the last moment it was denied him and it is something that he is 
going to have some difficulty people who are close to him say dealing with he is as you say he's been 
ambitious for the presidency for a very long time one of the youngest men ever to have run for the 
presidency he ran when he was just 38 years old but now he's he's going to return at least for a time to 
private life there's a lot of talk that he's already thinking about another run he's a very difficult man to read in 
some ways he's a very guarded and cautious man uh and he once i once asked him what he would do if he 
were not a politician he answered without hesitating i'd be a writer and perhaps we'll see some more books 
from him he after all did write a best-selling book on the environment and he'll probably have something to 
say about the past election as well thanks terry terry moran very much appreciated who now goes to cover 
george bush you're looking by the way at one of the prized possessions of any presidential occasion but 
certainly of the inauguration the president's signing each document with a different pen some presidents 
have been so careful with this tradition lyndon baines johnson among them that sometimes he would make 
simply a letter with one pen and then another letter with the other we should listen good job president what 
would be your first order of business when you hit the oval office thank you all 
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arriving at his home his wife's parents home in arlington virginia george stephanopoulos you may know the 
answer to this i do not will he continue to have a secret service detail he gets some protection it's not as big 
as the president's of course people but he does get some protection i'm not sure how long it lasts i think it 
only lasts about six months 56 months says dead couple george you know him uh from a working 
relationship early on in the clinton administration how do you think he will fare well i think first of all it's going 
to depend on on what he decides to do in the future and the threshold question is does he want to run again 
as president since he did win the popular vote and as terry moran said came so close my guess is right now 
he probably does and then everything else he chooses to do in the next several months and a couple of 
years has to flow backwards from that for example i've heard that he's had feelers from wall street for 
possible jobs on wall street but maybe he would choose not to do that if he was certain that he was going to 
run for president again in 2004 and i don't know that he's he's made that decision yet abc's john yang is at 
his house in arlington virginia john who showed up today peter he's got a lot of neighbors here saying hello 
welcoming him back there's a lot of affection for him hang on john until john john hang on until we can hear 
you or get the mic near you go ahead uh that's fine john can you hear me now peter peter there is a large 
crowd of neighbors coming out to greet him welcoming it home to this neighborhood a lot of signs yard signs 
saying welcome home gores this is the house that as you said it's his uh the the house of the parents of his 
wife tipper gore's family this is the house they came to in 1977 when he was elected to congress this house 
he lived in as he climbed the political ladder and the house now that they returned to now that he's been 
defeated for president now left the uh the vice president's office we don't know how long he'll live here he'll 
live here at least 
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here at least through the spring while his son albert iii finishes high school but he's saying hello to neighbors 
uh greeting greeting peter's greeting some uh neighbors as he comes home peter thanks john very much 
john yang at the gore's residence whether it's temporary or not he'll stay around he's a devoted fan of his son 
football accomplishments and of his son's football team and to his credit fathers all across the country will 
admire this no matter where he was no matter what he was doing he didn't miss a football game and there 


are a lot of fathers that cannot say that in a moment we and the nation will turn our eyes to the new man i 
hope you'll stay with us as our inauguration coverage and celebration continues abc news coverage of the 
two well there it is a memorable picture of the 41st and the 43rd president george bush and george w bush 
hasn't happened since 1825 in the adams family take a look over there at the white house you get some 
sense first of all of the beauty of the washington monument now that it has been refurbished it had a 
scaffolding on it this time last year what we cannot give you is the real sense of chaos over there in the white 
house itself because at the moment everything clinton is moving out and everything bush is moving in the 
bushes have not taken a great deal in with them at the moment they haven't taken any furniture in to speak 
of take their clothes and their family momentos they'll have ample opportunity to raid if you will the 
government warehouse here which has furniture of every imaginable period in american history but i want to 
go up to capitol hill once again to as we've said so many times this place that americans revere so to talk to 
kokie roberts because we haven't heard yet cokey from you what you thought of the speech well about the 
speech i'd like to say peter i think it was almost more sermon than speech it really had so many 
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sermon than speech it really had so many moments of of invoking in one way or another the deity but also 
the american ideal and talking about unity of the country which at this moment as several of my colleagues 
have said is extremely important given this election but you know again in this building as you keep invoking 
it here we are under the dome this enormous dome that was such an undertaking and during the civil war it 
was still being finished this new dome that we're under and and lincoln insisted that it go forward even 
though it was uh very difficult in terms of getting the medals because he said it was the symbol of unity so to 
be uh and that the country would come together again so that to be under this dome or for george w bush to 
be out in front of this dome making those statements is particularly important then of course they came in 
here all of them freezing cold shaking off the rain and snow george bush said that he was humbled and 
honored after he'd been sworn in former president bush was very happy mrs bush barbara bush went over 
and greeted the coat checkers who were very excited to see her president clinton said that he felt great vice 
president gore didn't say a word no i very much appreciate that cookie i know they're having about to begin 
to have lunch in statuary hall right next to you but i want to ask you though it's a slight diversion what do you 
love most under that dome there's so many great portraits there are so many great statues even some which 
didn't fit in statuary hall originally that's true well i i love the what you just saw the painting at the top the 
apotheosis of george washington which is which is little kids we always call george washington in heaven 
and it's a wonderful combination it was painted by constantine bermidi who was so proud to be an american 
that he signed his work constantine brumidi citizen and his fabulous work is all over the capitol 
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fabulous work is all over the capitol obviously originally an italian worked through the middle of the 19th 
century died in 1880 i think but that has this great combination of mythological figures and real figures for 
instance there's a little moment where mercury of course the messenger to the gods is coming in and he has 
his traditional caduceus in one arm but then in the other arm he has a bag of money which he is taking from 
robert morris who was the uh financier of the revolution so we have fundraising here under the dome okay 
thank you very much i look forward to talking to cookie a little afterwards our coverage is going to be 
interrupted now while they have the lunch and then we're going to come back for the inaugural parade but 
before we leave i want some final thoughts from my colleague and friend of more than 30 some odd years 
we don't like to admit that now a ted koppel who has spent the morning with us we've enjoyed it what have 
your thoughts 36 years peter actually that you and i have known each other now and work together uh as we 
talk about the the seamlessness of the transition going from one presidency to another i think it's worth 
noting that as president bush comes into the white house now the national security council at least will be 
bare it will be empty there is no institutional record all the records are gone all the computers are empty there 
are no hard disk drives all of the material everything that has been worked on by the clinton administration 
over the past eight years having to do with foreign policy and national security has been moved out i guess 
most of it has been moved down to uh little rock i mean down to uh arkansas uh for the presidential library 


but the new folks coming in are starting in some respects with a blank slate there is the institutional memory 
over at the state department and the pentagon and the cia of course but not at the white house it's a little 
unfair to ask you to remember to tell me what you think you will remember about the clinton presidency in 
about 20 seconds but what jumps out immediately when one says clinton presidency clinton presidency the 
enormous charm the enormous skill 
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the enormous charm the enormous skill the enormous intelligence the enormous ability to communicate and 
ultimately the enormous disappointment thanks very much ted it's been a great pleasure to have you with us 
this morning we are going to as i said interrupt our coverage now most of us will be back this afternoon for 
the parade we'll return in just about an hour exactly the president will review the troops and he will review the 
parade i said it at the beginning of the day if you have a chance to see an inauguration you should never 
miss an inauguration because the dark skies are illuminated by the enthusiasm which we will see along 
pennsylvania afternoon avenue this afternoon doesn't matter how cold it is i hope you'll come back and join 
us thank you for joining us now i'm peter jennings good afternoon from washington you 


END 


